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Using School Visits and Open Days
to help you choose a school

By Kotie Fros, ¥ Edvoote

In choosing a school for
your child, there are
many sources of
information available,

including:

*  Laagime tabilas

* CSE and A level resules and
winivareity places

= DMdsted or Indep=ndant Schools Coural
{155} mapacticn reports

= “Ward af meuth’

# The school prespectus andfer website

= The schaol visic {Open Days and
private views)

All of thes= can be valuable, but the last one -
vikiitgg the schaal in perian and spaaking 1=
t=achers, pupils and the head teacher - can be
hath tha mast pavdariul and the hardesr te
ohjectreely analyse. Viesmong a schoal can
drarmatically changa epiniens lorimad from

acher infarmatien sauwrees.

Firsz impressions are very important. Just kice
hirprg a new house. you wil get an immediate
feel for a schaal. Yau will make judgements
about the exterral architecture, the babavieur
&l the childran and tha pasteral cara al tha
staff. Take tme o weigh up all the different
aapects ol the schoal belera making impartang
decimons. Watch your child’s responses to che
ichol m you moeve arourel e de thay saem

engaged, relaxed and enthusiasoc?

What to look for at
school visits:

* Do the children interact well with
thair trackhur”

* Does the Head s=em ar saze with the
chidelrar - ard kiaw thar marmes?

= Are reachers shouring?

*  Are pupils busy working independantly?

= Are the premises well maintained, safe
ard clean?

= Are pupils’ baaks marked with canstruccive
comments and supgastions?

= Ara childran given targer?

* Dioes the school offer a wide vanecy of
wxbra euFrleular acrivitas?

* Vimiong the children's tolecs can cell pou a
lat abait the schaal - wihat ara ll'm:f lika?

* Do chssrooms look brghe and chesry? Are
then :|h|:|:||:|l:. Frcsnt arel P pra i Cabiee o all
children’s weork?
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it B Beat ps vkl thies o loir schaali ta
enable you o compare the opons and o
eahuilar which o weuld bear it yeur <hikl
To get an accurare reflecoon of everyday
scheo! Ma, try te visit dunng a rermal schoel
day and reac just an & special Open Day

Questions to ask staff at
school visits

= Wikl weul pnd wedF ehild tz this schas

= How do you deal with bullying?

LI -] d'n.-:pllllnl |:|r:||||nrn a this achoal

= Gaff and pupd turmover

= Gtrengthy and weaknesses of the schosl

= Whar are the dass sizes and hew are
they erganiyed?

= Whar is the ceukuralreligious mix af the
schzal ardd how & thiz reflected in the
curriculum!?

= [hpes che school have any special
Fegireed, &g, & phetography ream!

* g there an after schoaol or homework chub?

* |z theara an active PTA?

Questions to ask pupils

at school visits

= Are you happy here?

= What happars i you mishabave?

= What are the best and worst chings abouwt
this school

* Have pau ever hed o deal wich bullying?

* How de you travel to ard Tam schecl?

* Hew sasy was it to transfer from
primary schanol?

It & easy oo ke impressad by excellent grounds
ancl tacilickas, bt bFy Bo atay lesinaad en what
15 imporant for che development of your own
child's nesedy what chasding 4 schaal Schaals
harve diferent styles ard & is imporant w
chooie ene wihare your chikl Teels
comfortable and mowaced. For example,
mame childran prafer baing big fish in small
poends; others prefer being small fish in big
porwls

Eemember: the “hest sehool is alvays the
mhoal that best wuits your indradual chald:
academically, secially, ethically and

geagraphically!
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